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Trinity Catholic School Environmental action plan

2010 – 2011
This document has been compiled by the Design & Technology department from student feedback, suggestions and the work of the eco-schools team who have researched and suggested ways they can positively impact the school and wider environment. It is revised frequently to include suggestions, feedback and the aspirations of the school community. 
To contribute to this document please visit the ‘eco-schools’ interest space on the Trinity learning portal where you will be able to discuss and suggest ideas.

Simon Hill, Head of Design & Technology, on behalf of the eco-schools team. 
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Image: Pond, summer 2010

	Trinity Catholic School: Environmental Mission Statement

As a Catholic Christian community we work to care for the environment of our school and the wider world. Together we recognise our responsibilities as stewards of God’s creation. We understand that our actions have global effects and work to consider the needs of the environment and others in all we do.

We acknowledge the need to use the world’s resources for the good of all and work to find practical ways to achieve this in our lives. 

We believe that we can make a positive contribution to help create a world in which all are respected and everyone can reach their full potential.

We work together to meet the challenges of creating a sustainable world for all.

Approved by the Trinity School board of governors : December 2009



	Tasks
	Timescale
	Lead
	Resources
	Success Criteria
	Evaluation

	Complete application for Silver Eco-schools status. 


	By November 2010
	Team and PD
	PSHCE time
	Award of silver eco-schools status. 
	Team meeting with principal to outline timescale and targets for green flag award application.  

	Appoint environmental ‘champions’ for all forms within the school to improve student participation and awareness. 


	By March 2011
	Team and PD
	PSHCE time
	Increase in the number of students participating in eco activities and increase 
	Student participation to be reviewed and proposals for following year developed. 

	Carry out a waste audit to identify areas for improving recycling of paper and cardboard.  

Identify next targets for recycling initiatives. 


	By February 2011
	Team
	
	Students able to suggest positive steps that can be taken to further reduce waste.
	

	Carry out a student survey to update and develop project plans and action plan for Summer term. 

	By April 2011
	Team
	PSHCE time to complete surveys.
	Student feedback is gathered to start planning process for next plan. 
	

	Transfer eco-schools information from www.designtechnologyonline.com to new learning portal. 

Launch eco-schools portal interest space to parents and carers to promote projects and raise awareness.  


	By April 2011
	SHi 
	ICT support
	Parents are able to participate in activities and are aware of the group’s work and aims. 

  
	

	Develop Solar energy opportunities through partnerships and sponsorship to include. 

· MySolar School 

· Ford of Britain trust

· Local partners and links.
	By November 2011
	Team with SHi
	Planning time. 
	Students have prepared and submitted applications for funding for solar power projects within the school site, to include British gas MySolarSchool competition. 


	

	Develop ‘solar charge points’, ‘green lockers’ as Design & Technology demonstration project to showcase possible used of Photovoltaic technology and increase student awareness of solar power. 
	By June 2011
	Team
	CAFOD materials and visit
	Students have participated in the actions organised by CAFOD to raise awareness of climate change issues. 


	

	Promote CAFOD climate change awareness activities through assemblies and student reps.
	By June 2011
	Team
	CAFOD materials and visit
	Students have participated in the actions organised by CAFOD to raise awareness of climate change issues. 


	

	Continue maintenance of pond area to encourage wildlife and maintain area.
	By June 2011
	Team
	
	Student teams have participated in practical activities to clear litter and improve the area for wildlife. 


	

	Investigate and plan development of pond as wildlife resource for community and school. 
	By June 2011
	Team + lead staff 
	
	Students have identified a range of options to develop the area with external support as needed. Proposals are costed for presentation to SLT. 


	

	Continue Woodland trust native species planting with 30 beech, 30 rowan and 30 hawthorn saplings. 
	By June 2011
	Team
	Woodland trust materials, Saplings (now ready for planting)
	10 metres of native species headgerow have been planted to compliment site improvements and development. 


	

	Develop training for environmental ‘champions’ to include training and research visits with selected partners to include: Practical Action (teacher training in sustainability), CAFOD (student exchanges to see resource use in developing countries), BWEA (visits to wind turbines) and the Eden project (biodiversity).  


	By June 2011
	KBR
	Print It project materials
	Environmental champions are able to share knowledge of issues and approaches with peers. 
Students are motivated to participate as environmental champions increasing participation. 
	

	Continue to reduce the carbon footprint of Design Technology activities through development of material supply partners and the supply of sustainable materials to partner schools. 

	By June 2011
	SHi
	Planning time
	Students have the opportunity to work with sustainable materials and are shown how production can be sustainable. 
	

	Develop gardening and landscaping activities for students, staff and parents.  
	By June 2011
	Team and SHi
	
	The school community has the opportunity to participate in activities which enhance the biodiversity of the school. 


	

	Circulate action plan to stakeholders including site management and SLT to seek support for projects. 
	By April 2011
	SHi
	
	The eco action plan can be used to suggest priorities for development in line with the school development plan.  
	

	Display the work carried out by year 12 students in sustainable design to include scale models of sustainable seating.  
	By September 2011
	Shi
	DT planning time
	Students have a developed understanding of issues of sustainable design and are able to demonstrate this through design decisions and coursework. 
	

	Display the work carried out by year 12 students in sustainable design to include scale models of sustainable seating.  
	By September 2011
	Shi
	DT planning time
	Students have a developed understanding of issues of sustainable design and are able to demonstrate this through design decisions and coursework. 
	

	Increase the scale of ‘green technology’ demonstrations within Year 7 -9 Design & Technology lessons to include science links (biomass) and case studies (Practical action).  
	By July 2011
	Shi and D&T team
	
	Students able to explain and demonstrate understanding of the role of green technologies. 


	Student feedback to be reviewed and proposals for following year developed. 


Summary of projects 2009-10
The following is a summary of the work undertaken by the team and other stakeholders within the school in the 08-09 period. 

· Year 9 Graphics students have created packaging for Fairtrade products using the PrintIt materials to raise awareness of Fairtrade and develop and understanding of the values of Fairtrade products. 
· All KS3 students have now studied a 12 lesson module on sustainable design as part of the KS3 DT timetable. These projects go beyond the basic requirements of the KS3 POS. This material will be repeated in 2011 to ensure all have some experience of sustainable design within KS3.
· Students in years 9 and 10 are currently taking part in an after school ‘textiles club’ preparing recycled garments for a Fairtrade fashion show to be held in conjunction with local churches in February. The project launched as part of ‘Fairtrade fortnight’ was inspirational and well received by the audience and local partners. 
· Two courtyard areas have been refurbished to provide seating and social space for students. One smaller courtyard by students of the eco-schools team the other larger area by the school in response to student suggestions. 
· Students have taken part with staff and parents in gardening activities including maintenance of the courtyard garden, cutting back overgrown areas and planting bulbs around the school site. 30 trees have been obtained from the woodland trust and are awaiting planting in the spring.
· The design technology department has reviewed all materials and wherever possible removed les sustainable materials from use. We have developed links with industry to allow us to re-use materials that would otherwise be sent to landfill and reduced the materials purchased by 40% in the academic year 09-10
· Students have the opportunity to access information on sustainable design through the library and sixth form study areas and in year 12 undertake a sustainable design project whose aim is to produce products whose life cycle has been planned to improve sustainability. 
· Over the past year eco-schools meetings have been attended by a core team of up to 15 students during which time they have planned group activities and individual actions. Many other students have joined for individual projects and activities. 
· Paper recycling and cardboard recycling is now firmly established within the school. Most classrooms and offices have paper recycling bins and they are regularly used by staff and students. Many students are actively involved in promoting paper recycling to staff. 
· Several of the team took part in a woodturning workshop using reclaimed materials and green wood to learn basic woodturning. This workshop will be repeated in the summer term. 
· Litter awareness assemblies have been held for year 7 students and has resulted in an increased awareness of the issue of litter within the school. This will be extended through KS3 in the spring term 2011
· A photo survey of the grounds by the eco-team identified areas of the school for improvement. These were targeted by the site manager and students council resulting in significant improvements to many of the identified areas. 
· Year 9 students completed a healthy eating projects in food technology where they learnt how to prepare foods that were healthy for the planet as well as the consumer including fair trade and fresh produce. These projects were also attended as primary ‘masterclasses’ by primary partner schools. 
· Communication of the eco-schools initiatives together with issues of sustainability and design has been improved through items in the school newsletter, notice boards and eco-schools webpage. 
· Extensions to the recycling schemes have been researched and planned for 2010-11 including packaging recycling in food technology. 
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